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MEMS, Meson and Monasteries of Kyoto ( \

Amit Banerjee (H18/2006%%) Q

| am a junior associate professor in the department of Micro Engineering since
September 2020. | first joined Nano/Microsystem Engineering Lab. as a postdoc
on a rainy day in 2015 assuming | would stay here just for that summer; but | am
lucky to be able to continue working under the mentorship of Prof. Toshiyuki
Tsuchiya (except for a brief period when | took up a position in JAIST for about a
year). My research efforts here are devoted to building micro-electromechanical
systems (MEMS): tiny machines that work as new, efficient sensors and can also
be used to probe nature in micro/nano-scale — a great combination for a
researcher!

As researchers, just as much as we become a part of the university, the
university also becomes a part of us. We gradually become aware of the red brick
walls that embrace us with the aroma of a legacy left behind by the “giants on
whose shoulders we stand” today. One Sunday afternoon, | went looking for one
of our legendary predecessors, Prof. Hideki Yukawa’s grave in Higashiyama-ku.
He predicted a class of elementary, sub-atomic particles, called mesons. | wished
to pay respect to the sub-atomic particles that perhaps once constituted a part of
his body and mind; but | failed to locate his grave.

The city of Kyoto is home to hundreds of beautiful monasteries that upheld a
tradition of teaching and learning over centuries. Our university continues that
tradition in these modern times. Although | am new at teaching, and my class-sizes
are small, | can still taste the joy and fulfillment of teaching a class. | came to realize
that teaching is perhaps the best way to learn a subject.

In my daily life in Kyoto, MEMS occupy most of my brain, but ‘meson’ and
‘monasteries’ sit on my consciousness as symbols of a legacy that this university

and the city cherish. Thus, | feel, my efforts are not solitary but part of a continuum.
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